A Plea for Help

Because Manitonquat is so hale and active we do not like to think of when he may no longer be with us.  His fans eagerly await the future works he has notes for: The Circle and the Pyramid, a tribal persons view of pre-history and the origins of humankind; Tear Down the Walls, about justice and punishment; The Joy of Leadership in the Circle Way; plus two more books of poetry nearly ready now, and a fiction series about the first peoples settling of the northeast of America and contemporary life in a native community there.

His work for so many years in fashioning contemporary community with the best traditional values of native cultures has recently begun to find expression in Europe.  We hope that in his lifetime he will see the spread of this message and its fruit on the ground in successful social models large and small.

In this time of expanded communications there is the opportunity that this one man whose words in person and in print touch hundreds of people’s hearts so deeply could reach millions more, expanding the movement he describes in Have You Lost Your Tribe?

For the past 30 years he has lived quietly with his wife in a small hand-made house in the woods of New Hampshire.  With no outside funding, living on a bare subsistence of less than $100 a week Social Security, Medicare, and veteran’s benefits, he has worked alone, speaking and teaching wherever invited and helping people listen to one another and work together in circles with his motto: “Together there is nothing we cannot do.”  Other favorite sayings he has popularized are “None of us is as smart as all of us” and “It’s never too lat to have a happy childhood.”  With his beloved wife Ellika he creates camps supporting parents, children and youth, and for more than a quarter century has made circles in New England prisons, helping many to make good lives inside and outside of the institutions.

It is time for the work and the wisdom of this remarkable elder to be known to the world.  When he speaks in schools and universities the students are inspired by his message of hope.  It is that hope that the world needs at this time, a hope he cold spread while he is still with us.

